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Baby girl born in 
Arlington among 
first births of 2018 3 


SPORTS 


Georgia beats 
Oklahoma 54-48 
in Rose Bowl æ 
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Banks have a new tool to 
stop scammers of seniors 


BY MAX B. BAKER 
maxbaker@star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 

A grandmother is shocked 
when she gets an email from her 
grandson pleading for help. 

He’s in New York City where 
he crashed a rental car. He 
needs her to wire several thou- 
sand dollars to a bank account 
in the Caribbean. His parents 
don’t know he’s in the Big Ap- 


ple, so please please please don’t 
tell them. 

The loving grandmother goes 
to the bank to get the money. 
But little does grandma know 
that she’s being scammed by 
someone pretending to be her 
grandson. And once the money 
is gone from her bank account, 
it is hard to get it back. 

“The scammers do this all day 
long. They are able to pull 
enough information off of Face- 
book to build a story and they 


know just enough to convince 
an elderly person that it’s true,” 
said Celeste Embrey, assistant 
general counsel at the Texas 
Bankers Association. “The el- 
derly are very ripe and rich 
targets for scammers.” 

But a new state law gives 
Texas banks and financial in- 
stitutions more flexibility to 
protect the elderly and disabled 
from exploitation by allowing 
them to stop what they believe 
to be questionable transactions 


and allow them to 
report the poten- 
tial fraud to the 
authorities for 
additional in- 
vestigation. 

The law went 
into effect Sept. 1. 
“More of this 
goes on than we’d 

like to admit,” said state Sen. 
Kelly Hancock, R-North 
Richland Hills, one of two local 
lawmakers who sponsored 


Sen. Kelly 
Hancock 


House Bill 3921 along with state 
Rep. Tan Parker, R-Flower 
Mound. Hancock said seniors 
are a vulnerable part of our 
society, “many of who have 
worked their whole lives to get 
to this point and they can be 
destroyed overnight.” 

While no one can say precise- 
ly how much money is lost in 
these type of transactions, the 
U.S. Justice Department esti- 
mates that about $3 billion is 
lost annually through elderly 
financial fraud schemes, but one 
AARP Texas official told the 
Star-Telegram the total could 
reach $24 billion. 

The legislation is part of a 
growing movement in Texas 
and across the country to pro- 
tect the growing elderly pop- 


SEE SCAMMERS, 5A 


RUNNING IN THE NEW YEAR 


PAUL MOSELEY pmoseley@star-telegram.com 


Dedicated runners braved sub-20 degree temperatures on New Year's Day at the 10th Annual Resolution Solution run in Trinity Park. 


If one of your New Yeatr’s resolutions was to stay warm, this run provided the perfect challenge. 

Runners braved bitterly cold temperatures for the 10th annual Resolution Solution 5K in Fort Worth’s Trinity Park 
on Monday. The runners were well bundled and with good reason: Monday morning, with a low of 18 degrees, was 
the coldest it’s been in the DFW area since Jan. 7 of last year, when it was 14 degrees. 

But hey, at least the sun was shining. Full story, 3A 


Death toll rises as Iranians 
protest, defying crackdown 


BY THOMAS ERDBRINK 
New York Times 


‘TEHRAN, IRAN 

Ignoring pleas for calm from 
President Hassan Rouhani, 
Iranians protesters took to the 
streets in several cities for the 
fifth day Monday as pent-up 
economic and political frustra- 
tions boiled over in the broadest 
display of discontent in years. 

The Iranian government re- 
sponded with conciliatory words 
from Rouhani, but also a widen- 
ing security clampdown - and a 
pledge late Monday to crack 
down even harder. 

“We will not at all let insecure 
situation to continue in Teh- 
ran,” Brig. Gen Esmaeil Kousari, 


AP 


A student attends a protest inside Tehran University on Saturday 
while a smoke grenade is thrown by anti-riot Iranian police in Tehran. 


Revolutionary Guards Corps 
base in Tehran, told the semi- 


this situation continues, the 
officials will definitely make 


this business will be finished.” 

Despite Rouhani’s diplomatic 
language, it was clear the dem- 
onstrators would be given no 
leeway. 

The deputy interior minister, 
Hossein Zolfaghari, told the 
semiofficial Jamaran website, 
“From tonight the unrest will be 
controlled more seriously.” 

On Monday, a crackdown by 
the government and security 
services was building, and riot 
police officers with water can- 
nons were out in full force in 
Tehran, the capital. 

The death toll from the clash- 
es was up to at least 12, and in 
the central province of Esfahan, 
one police officer was reported 
killed and three wounded in a 
gunfight. “An agitator exploited 
the current situation, and using 
a hunting rifle, opened fire on 
police forces,” state television 
reported. 

In all, about 200 people have 
so far been arrested in Tehran 
alone since the protests began 
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COACHING 
TURNOVER? 


Dallas Cowboys players 
expressed confidence in 
the coaches even though 
the team finished without 
a playoff berth. 1B 
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NORTH KOREA 
RELATIONS 


A New Year’s Day speech 
by Kim Jong Un 
contained a dramatic 
shift in tone and policy 
regarding the South. 7A 


SPORTS 


TCU GETS AN 
OU REMATCH 


The first five games of 
the Big 12 basketball 
schedule are packed for 
TCU, with two games 


deputy chief of the main Islamic official ISNA news agency. “If some decisions and at that point SEE IRAN, 5A against Oklahoma. 1B 
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